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Significance of this Finding? 

ÅAccurate MR interpretation requires 
knowledge of range of normal findings that 
should not be misinterpreted as pathologic 

 

ÅInstances have been reported where the 
osteochondral contour of the anteromedial 
margin of the tibial plafond was interpreted by 
radiologists as pathologic osteochondral 
lesion/defect. 

 





ÅIf the Notch of Harty represents a normal anatomic 
feature, it should not be associated with bone marrow 
edema signal, subchondral cystic change, or advanced 
patient age.  
 
ÅOne hundred six consecutive ankle MRI studies 

performed at 1.5 or 3 T were reviewed retrospectively 
by two radiologists.  
 



Å bƻǘŎƘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ пу ƻŦ млс ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΣ άǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘέ ƛƴ с ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ 
Å Average size 6.2mm width x 1.2mm depth 
 
Å No statistically significant difference in age or sex distribution 
Å No significant association with  
ï subcortical osteosclerosis 
ï  joint effusion 
ï  osteochondral lesion elsewhere 
ï subchondral marrow edema.  

Å Subchondral edema-like signal or cystic change was not localized to the 
notch in any case 

Å Variable cartilage coverage 
Å Conclusion: The Notch of Harty is observed as an anatomic variant on MRI 

and should differentiated from a traumatic osteochondral lesion 
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Osteochondral Lesions of the Distal 
Tibial Plafond 
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